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BOOKS

Economy in Pnntmg Catalogues

Improvement in the Trade
Notes of Sales and News of Dealers

In these times of high prices for printing
many rare beok dealers have cut out the
issue of catalogues. These men have not
been impressed with the fact that there may
be methods of compilation that will per-
mit of considerable reduction im cost, bot
a recent catalogue from Anderson's shows
what may be dove in the eonscrvation of
space without loss in attractiveness.
Slightly smaller type, omimion of things
that all buyers know and general condensa-
tion have produced 2 catalogue of 917 num-
bers on fifty-two pages.

English dealers are also giving thought te
this subject, a Jending Londom dealer hav-
ing adopted the system of abbreviation used
in Bool Awection Prices, saving an enormous
amount of space and effecting a large re-
ductioa in printing cost.

There was 8 much better feeling in trade
circlen the past week, dealers reporting s
devided improvement.

Complsiut continues to be made that books
of average wvalue are hard to procure. The
dependence of the trade on the suctions for
this class of material in the past and the
few offerings in those places this season
have caused a great desrth. How to re-
plenish the sapply is giving some uneasiness
in certain quarters,

O. Henry Prices.

Fooks and letters of O. Henry seem to
have suffered a decided slump the past week.
His Four Milkon sold for $30, against a re-
cent price of $60, and letters were bought
for as little as £42.50, as against $810.

The sudden death of Edwin 0. Wood on
April 28 is much regretted in the book
trade. He was well known as an enthusias-
tic colloctor of the memoriabilia of the
Mackinaw region. He had for a considera-
Lle number of years bought everything he
could find relating to the istand, the waters
and the early imhabitants of the section.
His pame was on the rolis of about ail the
historical sssociations, and be was an ex-
tensive writer on historical subjects. It is
uot known what disposition has been made
of his fine collection.

R. Davis has moved his book shop across

Vesey street 10 more commodicus quarters,
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The Marcus book store has been opesed at
67 Court street, Brookiys.

The Week's Sales.

At the American Art Association sale of
the Moraay Willems and J. Dusbar Wright
libraries last Tuesday aftermoon and eve-
ming very good prices were obtaimed: A
oet of the edition de luxe of Dickens, 60
volumes, bound by Baynter, $3253; auto-
graph manuseripts of Eugene Field, from
$90 to §210 each; reven O. Henry letters,
from $42.50 to $165 each; autograph copy

i ograph

two sessions was $8,600,
closed the book sales for the seasom at

Mark I". Robinson col-
Anderson’s last week.
was hrgrly attcaded. Dr. Bosen-

many other collectors and dealers wrn
resent, Mr. Bmith, as usual, beiog the larg-

E‘U

buyer.

Prices obtsined for leading items were:
Pickering Aldine Poects, $750; Arnold’s
London Chronicle, 1303, $950; Audubon’s
Birds and Quadrupeds, $300; Miles Cover-
dale’s Bible, 1535, $3,600; h

of Robert Burans, $810; -ll'!l;:t‘,‘n‘ﬂwp; m
£raph letter of Burns, $520; Denver edition
of Arabian Nights. $160; 139 autograph
letters of Mark Twaln, $475; Grimma’s
Fairy Tales, illustrated by Cruikshank,
$500; first edition of Eabinson Crusoe, $995;
twelve letters of Dickens, $275; Van der
Donck’s Description of New Nciheriands,
$150; De Muore's Mythological Dictionary,
1472, $1,000; first printed draft of the
United States Coastitution, $475; antograph
poem of Oliver Gdda-uth. $1,625; Ceotton
Mather's Faithful Max, $900.

Many other high prices were sccured and
the total for the five sessious wus $104,-
53295,

The -sale of the Hemry E. Huntington
duplicates at Anderson’s brought $94.289.
George D. Bmith paid $38,631 for the
Bhakespeare quartos.

Seme time ago Tar Svx told of the won-
derful eollection of au ic and other
material that had been collected by turrl M.
Barrie and Mr. E. V. Luras to be auctioned
off for the benefit of the men in the trenches.
The sale has been held, covering mixteen
days, with gross rcturns of $775,000. No
details have been received.,

Although with the sule of April 20 the
scason for books at the American Art Asso-
ciation ended, there is no indication that
other rooms will elose before the usual time,
about Junse 25,

Auctions Ahead.

At Anderson’s, May 8 10, aflternoons, the
library of the late Charles McBurney, con
sisting of a fine collection of English and
French literature, including many first edi
tions of favorite authors, the elassics,
poetry, travel, biography, theosophy and
other subjects. This is a reader’s library
and contains much of value, affording those
who desire to add to their collections some
books difficult to ure.

At Anderson’s, May 15-16, afternoons and
evenings, the library of the late W. H.
Hagen, 1,466 lota, comprising a maguificent
collection of the great things in FEnglish
literature; not a name is missing from the
roll of famous authors from late in 1500
down to 1916. Donne, Dryden, Gray, Mil-
ton, Pope and many others are represented
by numerous volumes, and not since the dis-
persal of the Hoe iibrary bas so fice a lot
of treasures reached the Llock.

Replies to Questions.

H. C. B, Mount Holly, N. J.—Jefferson’s
Notes, London, 1787, is worth about $4. It
lrllll:l.lﬂi.l for 6. The Memorial, contain-

& summiry view, &c., is an FEnglish
tru.l‘hﬁn of a French ;umul pabli-
cation that was published in Paris in 1736
It had two issues in New York, one by J.
Parker and W. Weymas and the other by

Bugiﬂun,udhun-pm.ﬂnlne. The
other books on your list are of little value.

“Balmsfather

=

A FRAGMENT.

HE title of the picture immediately
above this spot is 4 Fragment and

it eomes straight out of the pages of
Bairnsfather: A Few Fragments From
His Life, published by G. P. Putnam's
Sons. The fragments, according to the
title page, were collecied by a friend. It
is a privilege to view the remains, and
tliere is nothing mournful about the busi-
ness, either—not much! The text of the
book conmsists of “critical chapters” by
Vivian Carter, and they are as amusing

“Nemesis of Mediocnty”

HERE have been great changes in

the last two hundred years. Have

they been for the better? Is our life to-

duy—our world life—spiritually poor?

Must we go back to the faith and spiritual

aspiration of the Middle Ages if we are

to avoid chaos such as has already en-
gulfed Russia?

Ralph Adams Cram suggests these ques-
tions in his filty page essay, The Nemesis
of Mediocrity. Like Carlyle and Ruskin,
he sees in the seientific and mechanistic
tendencies of the time the source of all
cosmic misforiune.

He goes further than Cariyle _md Rus-
kin. These could only prophesy; Mr.
Cram claims to look npon an almost com-
pleted process.

Machinery has dulled the body vitality
and the soul. The masses have gradually
been tending toward a treadmill sort of
existence; this has brought spiritual
apathy; spiritual apathy has brought
second rate leaders—for Emerson, Hearst;
for Darwin and Carlyle, Kahn and Rocke-
feller; for Disraeli and Cavour, the age
crippled Hertling and the opportunistic
Lloyd George.

Germnny seems moat successfal among

Be‘yond Architecture

By

A. Kingsley Porter of Yale Unirersily
Author of “ Medigeral Archilecture,”

“Lombard Archstecture,” ele.

Mr. Porter treals of broad principles applicable not only to architecture,
but also to the other arts, painting and sculpture, even music and litera-
ture. He demonstrates that beyond architecture as eternal principles of

beauty lie significance and content.

It is oaly in modern times that art has set itself no higher goal than art itsell, and this
abandonmint of an ulterior idea has Jed to precipitate decline. Hope for the future of
American Art, the author concludes, lies in a return to intellectuality.

This is a revolutionary cot tribution to criticism which no erchilect, artist or person in-

terested in art can afford cot to read.

9 [ilustrations. 8 vo. §2.00.
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as the pictures, though serious (mol toe
serious; merely descriplive) in spols. A
pleasurable affair, this book, and baving
writlen these few words to call attention
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Private Charles Divine at Spartanburg,
an cdilor of GGas Attack and a poet and
a lo\'ﬂ' of good reading.
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nations and she has redused the quenching
of vivid personality to a fine art; the mon
14 lost in the system. Democracy, fizhting
for its lile, has found nothing belter to
copy than this abSolutism. If demoeracy
wins the greal question will be to make 1t
safe for the world. With its looseness, its

_chenpness, its spiritual dearth it 15 now

smothering the world.

Mr. Cram has presented this thesis with
vivid phrasecology and copious example
His remedy might be termed evangelistie.
There must be a “spiritual regeneration
of the great mass of people,” or “the com-
ing ence more of the great prophets and
caplains of men” In short, Ruskin's
gospel of moral foree and Carlyle’s gospel
of devotion to the spiritual leader are Mr.
Cram's remedies just as their object of
attack is his.

It is here that we may look for the
weakness in Mr. Cram's vivid little book.
Like Ruskin, like Carlyle, he tends to de-
nounce indnstrialism as such.

While such a denunciation may satisfy
many who feel that a life which tumns
to roufine and offices is opposing natural
and high foreces, it is open to the eriti-
eism that perhaps it is our emphasis on
industrislism and not industrialism itself
which is bad. Tt is open to suggest that
we may gain more by pushing through
industrialism and seience than by retreat-
ing from them.

THE NEMESIS OF MEDIOCRITY. Br
Rairu Apans Craum. Marshall Jones
Company. §1.

BEFORE THE WIND

By Janet Laing

A delighthul coeeedy foll cf vilert ter
ard chuckles. Place, the coast of -
land. Time, the present. Priccipal char-
ecters, seven wemen, rot very joung: one

A young girl

l-mdvalurmmtnwyld. An
nd passage, robkery, love and 2

Zeppelin raid furmith the many startling

incidents and smusirg rescits.

£1.50 Na. Pevege Exva. All Bookgtores.
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